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" # & words and pix from Mike Collins, including personal
views that are not necessarily those of the company... but are a must read

January’s Detroit Auto Show will see the debut of a 2013 Dodge Dart, re-kindling a model name last used on
the 1976 version of the Mopar compact, though “international” variants continued until 1981. The new Dart is to
be assembled in the US, be the first car for North America to use Fiat's CUSW platform, and is a development
of the Italian company’s Alfa Romeo Giulietta. There are to be eight Chrysler group vehicles using the CUSW
undergear, including a replacement for the Jeep Liberty. The Dart will have a variety of four-cylinder engine
options, including an improved version of an existing 2-litre and a 2.4-litre “world gas engine” known as
Tigershark. Initially the front-drive Dart gets a Fiat-derived 6-speed manual, but will offer a 9-speed box later
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Meantime, RHD Chrysler-badged Delta and Ypsilon compacts now being marketed in the UK and Ireland as
“An opportunity from the land of opportunity” -- implying they are American — are in fact Lancia-based designs
built in Fiat’s Polish factory. Neither model is available in the United States. Shades of Korean Chevys... ML



Ford’s ready-to-race 2013 Cobra Jet hits the strip
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Michigan’s Milan Dragway was chosen in October for an unofficial first appearance by Ford’s 2013
Cobra Jet, once again a very limited (just 50 copies) production racecar aimed at NHRA Stock and
Super Stock entrants. Debuted publicly on December 1, this latest variant comes with a choice of two
new five-litre “Coyote” engines; a naturally-aspirated model ($86,000) with CJ induction, hi-lift cams
and ported heads, and a Whipple supercharged variant ($93,000) with a belt-less blower drive setup.
Electric power steering, a newly-designed roll cage plus improved rear suspension geometry that will
enable faster 60-foot times on the strip

This was the 2010 CJ variant, which packed a 5.4-litre motor Photo courtesy of AutoGuide
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Funding for the Allard Chrysler Action Group’s project to restore Sydney Allard’s early sixties
slingshot dragster has been given a major boost with a further cash injection from the Forbes &
Andrews Top Fuel team -- our “website partners” — bringing their total backing to £3,400 and making
the team the project’s biggest benefactors. This means the 1961-built car should be on track for a test
fire-up early next spring at its Beaulieu National Motor Museum home prior to a first public cackle
display at Santa Pod Raceway later in the year. F&A Racing’s Chris driver Chris Andrews now joins
the selected band of cackle “pilots” lined up for the Allard

Meanwhile, the car’s sub-assemblies, including rear axle, gearbox, steering box and front axle,
have been dispersed to various volunteer individuals and groups for their specialist repair work to
be carried out

The Anglo-American Hennessey company, makers of the Venom GT supercar, say they plan to make
an attempt next year to break the current world speed record for a road car -- now held at 267.86mph
by a Bugatti Veyron Super Sport. Hennessey have sold six Venoms at a whopping $1-million each
and plan to turn out just 23 more. Venoms are based on a Lotus Exige chassis and pack one of three
versions of Chevy’s 380-cube LS9 Corvette motor -- in most violent twin-turbo form punching out
some 1,900bhp — coupled to a Ricardo six-speed box. Assembly and testing is conducted in the UK
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Hundreds of rods, customs, classic American cars plus a similar number of custom bikes are
promised for next June’s Custom & Hot Rod Festival at Beaulieu, Hants — home of the National
Motor Museum. The event is planned to be the biggest since it first began and is to incorporate a
gualifying round of the American Motorcycle Dealer Magazine World Championship of custom bike
building, with the winner invited (plus his/her bike) to attend the finals in Sturgis, South Dakota

The Festival, which takes place over the weekend of June 16 and 17, is being sponsored by Custom
Car Magazine and will include a Saturday cruise within the New Forest, camping facilities, entry to the
Motor Museum and live musical entertainment plus jitterbug and swing dancing

Discounted tickets are available up to January 31 on 01590 612888 and there’s further information to
be found at www.beaulieuhotrodandcustom.co.uk
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Controversy has erupted over proposals by the Department for Transport to exempt cars built before
1960 from MoT testing, based on Government figures which suggest that two thirds of those vehicles
are driven less than 500 miles each year and that they have a lower accident rate than later models.
It's estimated there are 162,000 cars on the road which are more than 50 years old, or about 0.6 per

cent of the total in use

While Greg Knight, chairman of the all-party parliamentary historic vehicles group, has welcomed the
suggestion, saying “The vast majority of owners are meticulous in keeping their vehicles in an
excellent condition, even to higher standards than that required by MoT testers,” Nigel Case, owner of
the Classic Car Club has described the plan as ridiculous. “It's nonsense. Older cars need more
attention. You could buy a car which seems superficially fantastic, but it will be rotten underneath and

a death trap,” he maintained

The Historic Vehicles MoT Exemption Review document can be seen at www.dft.gov.uk/consultations
and representations / responses, which may be sent by email, must be in by January 26 next

Meantime, a stiffer MoT test for later vehicles will come into effect next year as a result of EU
directives, affecting among other things, brighter aftermarket lights and the performance chipping of
electronic control units, or modules. However, it's far from clear how MoT testers will know if a car

has been chipped
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Doug Church, who
was a member of the
US Drag Racing
Team that came
England in 1964 for
the First British
International Drag
Festival, died on
November 30 aged
73. Doug’s beautiful
rear-engine dragster
famously match-raced
Alan Allard’s Ford-
powered Dragon
slingshot, with Alan
winning the series by
a narrow margin




A state-of-the-art Top Fuel dragster makes a perfect  start to
another sub-five-second pass down the quarter mile, its 8,000
horsepower getting the car to 100mph in 0.75 ofase cond, heading
to a terminal speed in excess of 300mph. How's itdon  e?

To begin with, the launching of the
car isn’'t as easy as it looks above.
Goodyear Eagle slicks, seen right
as the clutch bites, are specifically
designed for Top Fuel cars, so they
dig-in for maximum traction rather
than spinning, which would be a
complete waste of time and energy




Having two spark plugs per cylinder to fire the fue ler's heavy nitro-methane load calls for twin
MSD (or similar) magnetos. The sensors in the head er pipes give a constant readout of each
cylinder’s temperature to the onboard data centre ( or “black box”), so minute adjustments can
be made to each cylinder’s supply of fuel prior to the next run
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The ultra-thirsty dragster’'s
fuel pump system needs to
be able to deliver an
incredible fourteen US
gallons on each and every
run, including the
burnouts!




Crewmen have to align no fewer than 19 cylinder hea  d bolts on each bank -- some captive
in the heads and some in the engine block. These bo  Its have a lifespan of no more than 10
runs, with the heads themselves removed for inspect ion after each run, including a careful
checking of the rocker gear

To the uninitiated, the crewman responsible for arr  anging this assembly of electrical wiring
and vacuum pipe-work would appear to have an untidy mind. No so. The truth is that every
element has to be accessible, in addition to being routed and secured so it won't shake loose
on a run — hence the spaghetti!
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This incredible stack is an East West Engineering
Top Fuel slider clutch, designed, in the words of
the company, to “make monsters run smoothly.”
For what it's worth (which is about $18,000), this
clutch has to handle the release of around 8,000
horsepower. It's made of a mix of special steels
and titanium, plus five sintered-metal friction
discs, two of which are normally replaced after
each run. The driver has control over elements of
the clutch’s function during burnout and staging
procedures and operates the unit’'s main section
prior to the pre-programmed computer kicking-in
from the moment of launch

The bucks stop here. This Chrisman rear end (or thi  rd member) has to cope with around
6,000ft/Ib of torque, which is why it's such a toug h piece of kit. You're looking at something
like a $20,000 investment in very high-grade, very-  special metals.

The brake discs, incidentally, are of carbon fibre rather than steel, the same as those fitted to

Formula One cars



Cowboy movies made it easy to fall in love with the American West as a
child and that love grew through exposure to magazi nes like National
Geographic with their amazing photographic essays s howing wonders
which still thrill to this day. One issue | long re called, and found a few
years back, had this wild colour ad for Budd, no no t the brew but “Pioneers
in better transportation.” This showed a road that made me want to grow
up fast so | could drive it! The same issue alsoh  ad this shot of a fully
laden Pontiac station wagon charging across a creek in Utah, so different
to the smooth Pacific Coast Highway at right. But | wanted that too, and the
curves of the rear fender are still high on my list of great shapes

Huntingdon Beach, Ca

Being young and healthy, | also had other curves on my mind, and often dreamt of blue

eyed cowgirls, but increasingly | was falling in lo ve with the American automobile

Although the '52 Chevy was still kind've classy, wh en | first saw a ‘55 Thunderbird — wow!

Even today, early T-birds
cause a stir when they
pass as almost 60-year-old
geriatrics, but can you
imagine the effect the wild
shape had when first seen
amongst huge and bulbous
US autos of the day!

This was the first ad | ever saw for a '57 Chevy an  d it too
fired my imagination, not so much the car, although I
loved its modern shape, but the totem pole behind i t
which once again invoked wild images. | dreamt oft  he
Rocky Mountains, the vast open expanses of Arizona and
Utah, and the old west, in particular those which s howed
the wild shore lines of California. The same issue had this
DuPont advert, and although the amazing Mopar movin g
out at speed caught the eye, it was the sweeping cu  rves
behind it which fired my dreams that night



A couple of years later, thanks to having a friend
the east coast of America or a lengthy tour of the
Let’s face it, visiting the US for a few short week
Orient was still virtually unspoilt, not for long t

huge change, but in its vastness there’'d always be

faster cars and even better roads!

The scene at left is too much;

Yep, in case you have the idea | was some rich dude
known as the “Greyhound of the Seas.” | drove her f

records. One straight-line dash from Cochin, India,
we traversed as you can see below centre. This run
“roughers!” The shot at left is a classic — often a
sucker hard over which, much like making tight turn
almost unbelievable positions. This was usually at

in the “travel office,” | was offered the choice of a visit to
Far East and it was easy for me to choose the Orien  t.
ends would be fun, but at the time | knew that the
hough! Whereas the US had already undergoing
the old west for me to explore anytime - with
All oriental b&w images mc aa archives
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And boy did | get lucky. Based in Singapore, a
city already grown tall and extremely modern
with wall-to-wall cabs filling the roads 24-7, | wa
commuting to Hong Kong on an almost regular
basis, the island virtually untouched by modern
western civilization. Sure there were night clubs
and amazing hotels, but the old magic was still
available and | grasped it with both hands — and
not just the women! It was a land of extremes.
This skinny tram-filled Wanchai street, a far cry
from the avenue with London buses, a traffic
jam‘d Studebaker and a local labourer, yet the
images either side are 100% traditional

talk about heavy tra  ffic — wow! But we loved it all

, my travel was courtesy of the Royal Navy, in this
or many thousands of nautical miles in all kinds of
to Gan in the Maldive Islands still stands to this
was totally unlike the wild ride seen at right, en route to Australia in a touch of
t lunch time you'd hear the order “hard a port,” an d the guy at helm would swing that
sin an American automobile of the era, meantthe  vessel would heel over into some
high speed. More than a little fun for the poor suc  kers trying to eat at a table!

case HMS Cavalier, a destroyer
weather, and even set world speed
day thanks to the almost millpond seas

We ran her flat out all night long and she loved it



Anyhow, let's get back to drag racing before ML thr ~ ows a wobbly! I'd learned about the sport from some
d long legged “California girls.” They’'d also shown
and | was hooked. Sometimes we’'d persuade our ricks  haw drivers to let us race their machines, paying h
the “cab.”! It was hard work, and in the end we'd j

who spoke with warmth of “hot rods,” “dragsters” an

financially and physically while they “relaxed” in

Americans we met in Hong Kong
me a copy of Hot Rod Magazine
eavily for the privilege, both

ust pay extra bucks to sit back in style

and let them do the racing — for one thing they wer e faster, and it was exciting to say the least!

When we returned to Singapore for some much needed
“learn” to drive in three ton Army trucks - on a ra
onto the highway, which led to my first drag race.
a quarter mile before it curved, and when | asked,
shifting like |1 was born to it, and although the tr
the rapidly approaching bend. That run got kudos fr

at my good fortune. (He'd laugh again if | told him

We also hit Vietnam and the
Philippines, where for many
years now Jeepneys have
been manufactured “under
licence” and have become
quite lurid. This however is
probably a genuine Jeep,
with the rear fender
embellishments and
“parasol” type roof giving
just a hint of the outrageous
machines to come

While | was busy gallivanting around the orient, ra  cing rickshaws

in Hong Kong and trucks in Singapore, Don Garlits, a young
Floridian known as the Swamp Rat visited Californi a with little
success, his carbureted car only running 9.00 at 17  2mph — but
just the first time. He soon added nitro and a blow er to his rail

R ‘n R for us and the ship after our marathon tour,
ce track! Yeehaw, talk about ride ‘em cowboy! After
We'd lined up side-by-side at a stop light on a pie
my instructor said “Go for it.” So | did, mashing t
ucks were governed we were over 50mph as | pulled a
om the sergeant, and the racing continued until one

speed — busted! Luckily, being a visitor, the pape  r work was too much, so we were let off with a few

some of us took the offer to
a couple of days we were allowed
ce of road which ran straight for about
he pedal through the floor and crash
head, moving left just in time to take
day the MPs ran us down at
harsh words, my instructor laughing

the same thing happened with CHiP’s last year - at ~ way more than twice that speed!)

Back to the high seas once
more, this time visiting
Japan, which was absolutely
mind-blowing; a country still
steeped in centuries-old
tradition, yet | saw more
Cadillacs there than any
other oriental country. As you
can see at left, there’s plenty
of US tin outside a station.
Our visit was far more than
just cars though, and | did
enjoy learning how to take
tea with some local ladies...

Saigon was a great city to visit and
I recall many wild parties and riding
in huge American station wagons

filled with babes and booze.  But it was different out in the country

As 1959 came to an end, Big Daddy was back on
the West Coast, covering the quarter mile in 8.50
seconds and was already hitting over 180mph.
Swamp Rat also ran low ET of the year, an 8.23
with Art Malone driving at the AHRA Nationals.
Meanwhile we were heading back to Hong Kong
for some Christmas festivities!



In 1963 | returned for another tour of the Orient, still funded
by the RN. But this time with a rock an’ roll band! The space
race had begun as you can see from the club card.

Over in California the NHRA had lifted its fuel ban
for the Winternat's, won by Big Daddy, who also
had low ET of 8.11. Other AA/FDs began clicking
off mid-seven-second ETs and some folks were
even touted as cracking the 200mph mark.
However, it wasn't until 1964 that Big Daddy made
the first such NHRA legal pass of 201.34

The “World’s fastest Y block” gets a holeshot on th e Proud Australian AA/FD

Pacific sunrise, Townsville, north Queensland, Aust ralia

Courtesy NHRA

The NHRA held their first season ending Finalsin1 965, with
various venues being used until 1984, when Pomona b  ecame
home to the Winston Finals. Today, those two events

bookend the NHRA's year-long Full Throttle Champion  ship
series - but that's getting ahead of my story.

Back in 1972, six years after first drag racing at Santa Pod, |
got the travel bug again, and would you believe Cal ifornia was
still not on my agenda! Instead | headed due south for
Australia, parking up for awhile in Perth where, fo  llowing a
year as a beach bum lapping up the surf, good fort  une found
me trackside at Ravenswood Raceway to feel some goo  d ol’
nitro thunder from an Australian AA/FD

Sometime later, | climbed into my Holden, amini‘'5 5 Chevy and
set off across the continent, heading east and fina  lly stopping
high up in north Queensland at Townsville on the Pa  cific coast.
This was the only time in my life that I'd actually getup to go

watch the sunrise before heading off to work, still dreaming of
California on the other side of the Pacific. Only o nce did | think
about sailing over, the result of too much bourbon and Aussie

beer at a bar-b-cue - but at least | was pointing inthe ri  ght
direction! Oh, and we even had a local drag strips o close to
home the sound of four speed door slammers powershi ftin’ on
a Saturday night was almost good as being on the st artline,
which is where | was when nitro cars came to town...

Background photo Pacific sunset, Newpo  rt Beach, California USA
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Major drag races at Zandvoort and Mantorp Park adde d
more nitro thunder to my summer, and then came Sant a
Pod’s Finals, before | returned to the USA. Backho  meiin
New Jersey you wouldn’t have known that Harlan
Thompson's season had produced a 100% win record as
we were soon busy with domestic chores at his new

house, and preparing his old Dodge wagon for me to

drive across to California. But first he took me to the
airport for my trip down to Texas. “Santa Pod‘llne  ver be
the same for you after this Mike,” he'd chuckled as we
drove off into the sunrise — and he was oh-so-right




A real highlight was a first
meeting with the
delightful Linda Vaughan,
and it was also a buzz
being there with photog
pals Andy Willsheer and
Eric Sawyer

After the race | thundered down to Houston for some R ‘n R with my old
pal Texas Billy and his family, eventually flying b ack to New Jersey

It took a couple days for Harlan and | to get my wa  gon legal, then |
drove out to E’town for their annual Funny Car seas  on closer. East
coast legend Jerr y Caminito ran a stout 5.51 despite th at smoke

Finally | climbed into my Mopar and set off for Pom
four days before the Winston Finals began! From “se
shining sea” was a long drive, but | managed to out
Highway Patrol Interceptors again — or was that jus

ona — only
ato

run the

t a dream!




Mike Dunn made another 280mph pass in Joe Pisano’s gorgeous

Olds, seen here prior to racing Bill-Schultz-tuned Over the Hill Pro Stock Tegend Bob Glidden set both ends
Gang'’s In-an-Out Burger car driven by local hero Da  le Pulde of the track record and won in his Thunderbird

Actually, although we went to the beach | didn'tre  ally surf, just stood on my head and enjoyed the up side down spectacle. Instead
Swedish pal Bo Bertilsson, who let me stay at his C ~ osta Mesa condo, gave me the big tour, which includ  ed visiting with Boyd
Coddington, then we went out to Chino and caught so me magic from famed air racer Steve Hinton doing hi s thing in a P-51 Mustang

It was cool to see the wild hot rods at Boyd'’s but it was a pair of
real rare 10-second A/FX cars he’d just bought whic ~ h took my eye




Bo also took me along to the
legendary Ascot Speedway for
some dirt track sprint car action,
and there just happened to be a
rodeo going on next door

It was there
that | met my
first cowboys,
and bumped
into Spuds, the
original party
animal - and
man did we
have some fun!

Then it was back to Pomona for another great couple of
days of nitro racing. On Saturday we saw the quicke st
ever side-by-side top fuel race, won by Joe Amato o ver
Dick LaHaie, in the final of the $50,000 Cragar Top  Fuel
Classic, a 5.110 at 283.73 over a 5.124 at 281!

In the semi finals of the actual Winston

Finals, long time independent racer LaHaie,

drove his Larry Minor, Miller American car to

a first NHRA Winston Top Fuel

championship win with 5.19 at 277 when he

beat Joe Amato, whose trans broke off the

line, losing the title by just 42 points!

The final was a battle of the beers, with LaHaie’s ~ Miller car facing Darrell Gwynn'’s

Budweiser car. Darrell got a holeshot and his fourt h win of the season with a 5.13,

276mph blast under the lights. Earlier he'd resett  he track record to a 5.098. What a final, Bo Bertilsson photo
what a race, and what a magic memory. And the 2011  Auto Club Finals were even more

. . , A few days later I climbed into my
exciting, quicker, faster and closer as you'll see on the next couple of pages

Dodge and set off on a lap of America



Once again this year | was back to California dream  in’ with the
balmy breezes, sunshine and surf firmly in my mind as | sat down
to enjoy the ESPN qualifying show aired on race day Sunday! Even
more so watching the climatic Finals a couple of da s later

Photographer unknown AA Archives

Before that,
here’s another
shot of the
Snake’s '66
AA/FD and its
swoopy body

Courtesy Skoal Bandit Racing

Courtesy www.nhra.com

Photographer unknown AA Archives

When the season began at Pomona the fuel coupe fina Is
saw Matt Hagan'’s 4.023 at 310.20 racing Robert High t's
John Force Racing AAA Mustang. Hight's hole shot 4. 056
at 312.71 took care of Hagan -- what a race! And gu ess
what folks? At the season ending Auto Club Finals t hings
were the same — almost! And the qualifying really was
exciting to watch; in fact | jumped in the air when Matt
Hagan stole the number one spot with a blazing 4.03 3 (left)
that was half a tenth of a second ahead of the pack !

Then they went racing...

Courtesy www.nhra.com
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Maybe we couldn’t match the air round the Famoso st  art
line as the finalists rolled back from their burnou ts, but
my AA/Fuel Zippo was loaded with 90% and left atra il of
nitro fire as it moved through the air, our nostril s
twitching when the fuel coupes moved into stage...

To experience that great race in front of a
computer with a 90-year-old nitro neophyte

at my side at half past midnight was wild.
And when the AA/FD race was won on a
hole we both raised our glasses again, my
AA/Fuel Zippo still blazina nitro fire...




A happy team celebrates Jason Rupert winning
NHRA'’s Hot Rod Heritage AA/FC championship
(CHRR 2011 photos this page courtesy NHRA)

Texan John Hale drove this
tough-lookin’ Camaro to
victory at the CHRR with the
quickest and fastest
nostalgia funny car pass
ever, a 5.58 at 255.97mph.
He also won Drag Racing
Online’s prestigious AA/FC
championship earlier this
year. The good-looking
“Revelation" modified
roadster makes a classy
burnout while the Nitro
Thunder NTF team (below),
celebrate a fourth, and
second straight NHRA Hot
Rod Heritage series title

Brett Harris also won the CHRR with this holeshota nd a 5.725 at

255.73mph to beat Tony Bartone's quicker 5.693 (and  fastest pass

in NTF history - a huge 269.29 mph) with a 0.0012 m  argin of victory! In y're faces with an eXtreme crop as Brett Harris  launches his
Nitro Thunder on a winning pass at CHRR 2010 Mike Collins photo






Photo courtesy Wally Parks NHRA Museum

Tim Marshall photo courtesy www.dragracingonline.co m

Mike Collins photo




Hawaiian Henry photo

The Willys gasser seen above in the staging lanesa  t
Pomona in ‘67 came from my archives and the track s hot
from Bangshift's awesome CHRR stream. They're both cool
pic s but not enough to make a feature!

Luckily AAP’s resident racer “Dave the Cab” Hughes made
the trip out to California and took along Wojtek’s Nikon.
Having trawled through his snaps, | found some grea  t shots
which | cropped, chopped an’ channeled and then thr ~ ew ‘em
onto some ground pounding full-page images from las t
year’s California Hot Rod Reunion at Famoso
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As you can see, being a media man means
you can get close enough to feel the ground
pound. It's totally awesome and probably the
main reason I've been doing this for so long
as there’s nothing quite like the start of an
AA/FC drag race when you're this close,
feeling the header heat and tasting the nitro!
When you're a paying punter it's very much
a case of what you see is what you get, but
Dave should be happy with the selection of
shots which follow and | hope y’all enjoy
them and the background images from 2010
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It an easy choice to start this feature with some
ground pounding full-page images of a Blue
Max burnout and pass from last year to back
DtC'’s shots of the car at rest during CHRR 2011

The Blue Max was one
of the most popular
fuel funny cars on the
planet, its driver
Raymond Beadle
having won three
straight NHRA Winston
World Championships
from 1979. The team
played an important
part in my life back in
the day and Beadle’s
mighty fuel coupe was
my daughter’'s
favourite. But Dave got
there first when he'd
journeyed up to Santa
Pod and was
introduced to nitro
thunder by the Blue
Max in 1977.



This replica Blue Max is as stunning as the origina
Maybe one day soon they’ll be able to replicate
Raymond Beadle’s Mopar Max and win some races




Mike Collins photo




Mike Collins photo




Last year the Mongoo$e was
stunned by my 1987 cap, signed
it and then gifted me the pin

No doubt about it, the Snake and the Mongoo$e
changed the face of drag racing forever with their
Hot Wheels fuel coupes, now fully restored to their

former glory for a whole new generation of fans

Long before fuel coupes, and even before the altere  d wheelbase funny cars came along, the NHRA fans ha  d their

“Factory Stock” eliminator led by a bunch of wild A /FX cars. Replicas and restorations still thrill fa ~ ns today




Before going the hemi Mopar route, the legendary

Sox & Martin won the first “Factory Stock” eliminat or
at the 1964 Winternationals, set an NHRA A/FX recor d
and then showed British fans how to do it during th at
vear’s Draafests with their wild Mercury Comet

Using Wojtek’s big gun, Dave was able to
capture this wild Mopar launch. The 10.00

“dial in” on the Mustang A/FX suggests
it's not late, but chasing a handicap




You just knew that ol’
“Nitro Nostrils”
Willsheer would be
captured at work
somewhere in this
feature. Lo and
behold, there he is
clicking away at right

Stephen Densham puts his dad’s Teacher’s Pet
Camaro off the line ahead of the Al Hoffman BDS
Monza tribute car (Densham also took out the Blue
Max in the first round), as Dave took in some of
the AA/FC in action from the stands with yet
another “back-up-babe” getting caught in Wojtek’s
big gun. Pam Conrad works with her husband
Darrell on the AA/FD News nostalgia site and she
took this shot of the wild and wacky "Metro-
Nator", a life-sized 1956 Nash Metropolitan filled
with a full-tilt NHRA certified tube chassis and
funny car roll cage which uses a 502, 1500hp big
block Chevy to scare the bejezuus out of citizens
on the street as it rumbles by sounding like some
a Steven Spielberg dinosaur! Check it out on
YouTube if you don't believe me







Dave also strolled down to the top end and captured quiet a diverse selection

of wild race cars, with most of ‘em runnin' big fat superchargers — naturally!

Racing blown '57 Chevies is always going to be popu lar, but who'd have thought you'd ever see a blown and
iniected Nash Rambler waaon! Or a Chrvsler Airflow! D on’t hot rodders have anv respect for automotive ic ons?

| know Dave the Cab loves door slammers, but there’ s nothing like the sound and fury of two fuel coupe s loaded to the gills with
nitro and blasting into the quarter mile, like the Teacher’'s Pet Camaro and Man O’ War Mustang. That s  aid, sometimes it's fun to
be at the top end to canture ‘em blastina towards v~ ou at max power. Either end. vou'll feel the around shake and smell the ni tro!




It doesn’t matter where you're standing; these thre e
blown machines are totally outrageous in any
language. You'd just love to own one of ‘em, that’s

for sure. Probably not the Nash wagon as it's one

ugly lookin” mother — in my humble opinion!

Given the choice I'd pick the
pair of blown four-barrels over
that wild hemi induction
system — it'd take forever to
keep clean let alone tune! Love
both those Chevrolets, but
again I'd go for the ol’ race car
look as it's easier to clean, and
more fun to drive no doubt!

This Rat Fink stvle tee shirt is faaar out!

Nice to see something other
than Bud cans on header pipes

That patina’d monster looks as if it belongsina R at Fink World, but the “super-sano” Willys coupe wo uild fit in anywhere - even my drive!



Now here’s a set of matched
pairs, or some such bullsh*t.
Wicked-lookin’ blown
straight-axle Willys coupes
have been at the top of drag
race fan polls for years.
Today they are truly revered
and just one look at the shot
at right will tell you why. Big
John’s candy red beauty is
seen in the staging lanes at
Pomona in 1967

These outrageous kissing cousins make for wild tow cars.
This 1950 F1 came from 2010 while Dave found the 19 51
F5 patina’d beast this year, both appear to be chop  ped




Apart from the fact they shake
the earth and fill the air with
nitro thunder, | find nostalgia
Top Fuel dragsters to be
amongst the ugliest on the
planet. (Oi! Steady on! ML).
Don’t think Dave shot any of
‘em, but as Bakersfield was
built around diggers, there’s a
couple above from last year to
show what | mean before we
get to the real deal

Mike Collins photo

To many, the original and recreated AA/FD slingshot
planet. But in the beginning they too were ugly, le

Chrisman’s gorgeous 25 car which | had the good for
Museum brought a bunch of drag racing icons over fo

s are amongst the most beautiful cars on the
astways most of ‘em, but not the Glass Slipper, or Art
tune of seeing for the first time when the NHRA
r the UK's first Cacklefest at Goodwood in 2008




Art Chrisman’s 25 car was on the
cover of Hot Rod magazine in May
1953 when they called it “The
West's most fabulous dragster.” It
began life on the lakes with the
SCTA and was actually driven by
NHRA'’s own Wally Parks

Rex Burnett cutaway Scanned from the
“Best of Hot Rod "

Check out the rear-end
detail above and the
sheer stunning good
looks and perfect
proportions of the 25
dragster in the full

frontal shot. Pardon the
unintentional pun, but
over fifty years down the
road this dragster is
more than just a thing of
exceptional beauty, it's a
true work of art




Mike Collins photo

At left, Art and son Mike fill ‘er up
with 75% prior to cacklin’ at
Goodwood in 2008. In 1959
Chrisman over came this
holeshot to take the first March
Meet win at Famoso when Tony
Waters' roadster got out of shape

courtesy NHRA Museum




Must admit it would be
easy to stand and drool
over these amazing
machines with their

incredible detailed
workmanship — but I'd be
off as soon as they fired
the next nitro motor!




Mike Collins photo

Some cars are left parked
up lookin’ good, others
get worked on to run
tough or, like this classic
shorty-style beauty | fell
in love with last year, to
thrill fans as they’re fired
up the old way, with a
push start from a good
lookin’ truck

A co

uple months after that

thun

der run took place at Lion’s

I had my introduction to nitro
power, on the line at Santa Pod

with
mag
said
and

Drag Racing & Hot Rod
azine, so | guess it's time we
farewell to the 2011 CHRR
returned to the future...




One day I'll tell you of that
magical shoot, when | first
felt the full power of nitro,
ingested while hanging
onto Motovation’s roll cage
and being blasted with 60%
G-Max from the zoomies
until the TV Director was
ready to shoot! When
“Bootsie” finally got the go
sign and nailed it | could be
seen almost floating,
reeling back across the
start line ...

Maybe | should've been all
masked up!

Carol Dobbs portrait courtesy PRMC

So here we are 45 years
down the road, not on the
start line, but thrilled to
capture this image of AA
nitro power unleashed.
And | love it
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In 1980 Harlan Thompson took the European drag raci  ng scene by storm, driving his KS Racing Tre Kronor to victory
at the largest nitro funny car meeting ever held ou  tside the USA. This unique magazine covers Harlan’s British Drag
Racing Hall of Fame career as a the most successful International Fuel Coupe driver of all time, from his first 1970
AA/FC to his record setting Budweiser Mopar of 1996 and into the 21 * century. With almost 300 photos it's published
as a Limited-Proof Edition digital print by DRO, ho  wever we’re working on a deal to make it readily a  vailable in a less
expensive edition. Contact mike@americanautoparts.c __ o.uk, and we’ll keep you informed on this chance to own a
piece of British Drag Racing history; the three lon gest motorsports features ever published - in one m agazine
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And here’s my all-time favourite funny car story; p enned by Bob
Taylor, it was the lead in the August 1968 edition of Petersen’s
CARtoons, as relevant today as it was waaay back th  en.

Hawaiian Henry posing is at Pomona back in 1966 wit  h Doug
Thorley’s famed “Chevy 2 Much” A/FX and then my own version
from ’67 with an injected SOHC 427, tube chassis fr om British Rail
tea spoons, paint job from Geoff Jago — and a show winner too!

| recall that cartoon coming to mind when | took a ride in Bill Satterley’s ex Bill
Thomas/ Dick Harrell Chevy Il the year I read it' A nd haven’t those funny cars moved
on? From those wicked lookin’ altered wheelbase A/[F  Xs through to the fire breathin’
monsters driven by Ed “The Ace” McCuloch and KC “Ho llywood” Spurlock below.

Even though it was back in 1990, this race will sta  y in my mind forever!

Andy Willsheer grabbed this shot of me using Wojtek
big gun, and to both | say “Thanks for your help in

The explosive launch out of a sunset sky was wild, but when
those two fuel coupes thundered past close enough f or me to
feel the heat from the header flames it was a truly ~ awesome
experience - my knees shook! Strangely enough this, my last
NHRA event, the Gators, was won by Ed “The Ace” McC  ulloch,
in the near lane, who also took the gold and the gl ory at my first
NHRA race back at Ennis Texas in 1987! (Texas Top F uel champ
Darrell Gwynn also won, again taking out Eddie Hill 1)

But we're talking Funny Cars, and “The Ace” won wit h a 5.33, and was also the quickest nitro
flopper driver on the planet with a 5.13. The 1990 fuel coupe records were a 5.14 (Jim White)

and 284.18, (Mike Dunn again). All those were seta tthe Texas Motorplex! Today’s nitro-fueled
top guns only run a 1000ft, with Matt Hagan's 3.99  (the quickest ever and his 322 the fastest),
and DSR team mate Jack Beckman’s 318.99mph being cu  rrent NHRA records at that distance

's
2011 Photo courtesy www.nhra.com
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Having seen Santa Pod approved features filled with single car shots, | thought I'd join ‘em! Althoug h the 1990 Gators was my last visit
to the “Big Show,” the 2010 CHRR was my last great race - an excuse to show you my all-time favourite 21% century fuel coupe again

Side-by-side is what drag racing’s all about! Leah Pruett won the
2010 NHRA Hot Rod Heritage Series Championship and  the CHRR
when this wild launch led her to a semi-final winw  ith a 5.82 at
241.41mph. And yes, she really did make the earth m  ove for me!

http://dragracingonline.com/raceresults/2011/xiii

10-chrr_ph-10.html
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And we'd love another
AA/FC alongside! Either
way, check out Rockin’

Ramon’s web site,
www.wilderatheart.nl

it's a lot of fun

Dave Derrv nhotos courtesv Jerrv Cookson Shakesedanunty Racews




Is it real or is it Memorex? Who cares, it's fun,a nd
something ML asked me to include as the product
was found and photographed by Mike Knapman,

the UK'’s original American performance parts
importer waaay back when.

If you're tempted to order a case, then read the
small print first! Must admit the can looks good,
but I think I'll stick with my AA/Fuel Zippo! Then,
when | crank up the volume on a copy of Soul
Tracking there’s more chance of transforming the
wild original cover into a full tilt, multi-coloure d
psychedelic experience, or some such bull dust

Could be it's a gi-normous
tractor trailer on its roof, or just
an unexpected sunset like this
scene | found whilst up in
Cheshire recently. Either way
be alert and stay lucky

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year y'all,
see you at the track soon



(With thanks to Classic American and Custom Car Mag  azines, from where most dates have been taken)
2012

January 14-15

Autosport International — The Racing Car Show, National Exhibition Centre, Birmingham

(Tickets from www.autosportinternational.com/public or 0844 581 1420)

March 4

National Street Rod Association Southern Swap Meet, Arena Raceway, Thurrock, Essex RM19 1EA
(www.nsra.org.uk)

April 6

Surrey Street Rodders’ Wheels Day, Rushmoor Arena, Aldershot, Hants (www.surreystreetrodders.co.uk)

May 13

Cholmondsley Castle Classic & American Car Show, Malpas, Cheshire (on A49)
(01484 667776 or 01204 594266))

May 27
Capesthorne Hall Classic & American Car Show, Macclesfield, Cheshire (01484 667776 or 01204 594266)
June 1-4

Main Event FIA European Championship drag racing, Santa Pod Raceway, near Wellingborough, Northants
NN29 7XA (www.santapod.com or 01234 782828)

June 8-10

National Street Rod Association Billing Fun Run, Billing Aquadrome, Northampton (www.nsra.org.uk)

Victory Wheelers’ South Coast Internationals, Pylewell Park, Lymington, Hants (www.victorywheelers.co.uk)

June 9-10

Manx Drag Racing Association meet, Jurby Motordrome, Isle of Man (www.manxdragracing.com)

June 15-17
FIA Championship drag racing, Tierp Arena, Sweden
June 16-17

Custom & Hot Rod Festival, National Motor Museum, Beaulieu, Hants (www.beaulieuhotrodandcustom.co.uk
or 01243 755048 [Discount ticket sales before January 31 on 01590 612888])




