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Compiled by Mike Lintern, with photo / graphics by Wojtek Samoszuk                                            

 Armchair Driving words and pictures by Mike Collin s 
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                 mike@americanautoparts.co
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Factory Camaro ragtop spied  
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One of Brenda Priddy’s auto-spooks snapped these fir st spy shots of Chevy’s much-awaited 
Camaro convertible, seen lurking around Michigan in  December. GM’s postponed ragtop is 
now thought likely to go into production at the Osh awa, Ontario, California plant in February 
2011 as a 2012 model. Well spotted, Priddy & Co  
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Mustang gets a new four-valve-per-cylinder 5-litre V 8 pumping out 412bhp and 390 lb/ft of torque as 
Dearborn’s response to the renewed threats of pony car war from both GM and Mopar. Replacing the 
315hp 4.6-litre V8 gives Ford’s 2011 war-horse the extra muscle needed to take on the 426hp Camaro 
SS and 425hp SRT8 Challenger. The new power unit co mes with stock factory headers and packs a 
counterweighted forged steel crank, hi-performance pistons and rods and twin independent variable 
valve timing. Transmission options are a six-speed manual or an automatic.                                                                            

The 4-litre V6 currently offered in the Mustang wil l be replaced by a 305bhp 3.7-litre 24-valve DOHC V 6, 
Ford’s first high performance six-cylinder engine                                  jalopnik.com heading text and photo 
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When New Zealander “Sandy” Sanderson broke his wrist in a motorcycle accident, he felt the need 
for a different pastime.  After some thought and a few beers, it began to dawn on him his old hobby 
making model aircraft could get a new twist. Forty-three hours later “Sandy” was the proud owner of 
an all-aluminium ’32 Ford roadster, intricately fashioned from his empty Rheineck lager cans 
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“Sandy” then turned his hands to another American automotive icon and this time it was Waikato 
draught beer that provided the right military hue for him to produce this dinky little Jeep off-roader  

  

Mrs Sanderson’s favourite tipple is draught Guinness, so a deal was struck; she drank the dark stuff 
and “Sandy” bashed-out this masterpiece of a C-cab. This Coca Cola T-bucket is a real cool little 
machine that beautifully combines rodding with recycling. It just needed a little help from balsa wood 
and super glue, says “Sandy”.   

According to Jalopnik.com, who came up with the story, “Sandy” is able to command up to $2,000 for 
some of his models.  Well, “Good health, mate!” Or “Kia-Ora” -- as I think they say in New Zealand 
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Fourteen SEMA member companies came 
together to transform a 2009 Ford F-150 Super 
Crew pickup into a real fun truck and then put it up 
for auction on eBay in December for children’s 
charities. Modifications range from a Pro Comp lift 
kit to accommodate the company’s 20-inch chrome 
rims and 35/12/50R/20 rubber, to DuPont-supplied 
Hot Hues paint applied by Doug Starbuck. 
Bushwhacker came up with fender flares, Street 
Scene donated billet valance grilles together with a 
urethane bumper cover and roll pan plus power Cal 
Vu signal mirrors. 

Ford’s new “race ready” Boss 302R  

����
The “base” 302R comes with a 5.0-litre four-valve e ngine,  six-speed manual transmission, roll cage, 
race seats, safety harness, data acquisition, race suspension and a Brembo brake and tire package. 
Prices start at around $80 thousand and reach up to  almost 130,000 bucks for the BOSS 302RI, which 
is set up for Grand Am racing. Five of those will a pparently be delivered ready to race at Daytona at the 
end of January  

___________________________________________________________________________________. 
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Magnaflow installed a performance exhaust, Leer provided a tonneau for the Wise Industries bed rug kit, while 
Audio Innovations, Audiovox and others combined to sound it all off. The winning bid was $30,100  ����
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Back in November we told you 
that Ford were planning to 
produce just 50 race ready Boss 
302R Mustangs for track days and 
road racing in Grand-Am, SCCA 
and NASA classes. Here then is 
the first off the line. Built to 
celebrate the 40th anniversary of 
the Trans Am Championship 
winning Bud Moore Boss 302 
driven by Parnelli Jones, it’d be 
easy to convert any of these into 
a wild riding Pony for the street 
stampede!  Far more cache than a 
01 General Lee Charger… 
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Barrett-Jackson’s sale of collectible cars and stuff in Scottsdale, Arizona, will see this beautiful 1929 Hamilton 
H-47 Metal Plane light transport come under the hammer. It’s the only remaining fully-restored and airworthy 
example of 29 built by the Milwaukee company, which stared-out building propellers and eventually became 
part of Boeing. Powered by a 1,695-cube 525hp Pratt & Whitney Hornet engine, the H47 will happily purr along 
at a steady 110mph. She’s rather like a single-engined version of the Ford Tri-Motor, an example of which 
Barrett-Jackson sold for more than $1-million last year  
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Last month I left you with the words, “ I wonder if  Andy got the shot?”  Indeed he did, and here we 
have “Nitro Nostrils” Andy Willsheer captured in ac tion along with some of those shots which gained 
him almost interplanetary recognition. 
I thought he’d learned his lesson a couple of years  ago when he got a love tap from an errant part off  
Ashley Force’s alcohol dragster, yet here he was ki ssing close an alcohol floppper! “Play it safe – st ick 
to the fuel cars” had been my thoughts. Speaking to  Andy, I learned that it was apparently his pure 
luck.  The nitro cars had just run and all the AA f uel photo freaks were off to lunch, but Andy’s pal had 
to get some action shots of the Alcohol funny cars for a client, so Andy stayed to keep him company. 

  
Noticing the Mustang getting out of control he thou ght, “this looks interesting”  and brought his 
camera to bear, with the image at left being his fi rst shot. Nice one Andy. Although things were 
relatively slow compared to top end thunder, the ca r was still accelerating. After that first shot, th e 
world as seen through Andy’s viewfinder went more t han just slightly wild. It got up in his face and 
very personal. Had it been a fuel coupe, every phot ographer on the planet would have been there! 

 



Check that oil spray – close enough to leave an unp leasant aroma to say the least. It was about this 
time Andy took a step backwards, yet he kept on sho oting – video shows he then checks his images! 

 

 ����
Back in 1983 Car Craft magazine presented Andy Will sheer with one of their coveted Hi Riser awards. 
I’ve always known they were right, and enjoyed his laid back demeanour and humour for many years, 
but I’d never thought of him as Captain Cool – unti l now! With these Andy deserves a Photographer of 
the Year award for the tremendous exposure gained f or drag racing. Naturally, the incident made the  
highlight reels and TV news, with the images posted  on YouTube 

Jalopnik.com’s heading read - ��,��(�"����(���)�)(��&�	��#�����		-�.�--�/�,	����0� ��������  
���%
�0�--��		������&�-
���1	%/��������))'���	���		 ��*)��	�)*�����1�(��
���--��)�'		&����&&��(�&�)�)��
)*�������+����(�*+��
������������+�-���)���%������� �1	��2� The best photo pages I found were with the 
UK’s Mail Online under the banner ���	�1)1	���.�������&�)�)(��&�	����	��	%�%	����+�%	 ��
��		-��)*�3!!1&���+����
�%��(��	�2�   Slight exaggeration perhaps, but acceptable in tha t it ran 
on top of the lead shot we used of Andy in action w here is does seem as if he’s about to be squashed! �

If you want to see that amazing coverage, check tho se sites or just Google Andy Willsheer… and enjoy ����



�����������	�
���
������������	�
��������������	�
���
������������	�
��������������	�
���
������������	�
��������������	�
���
������������	�
���� ���
Back in the halcyon days of Santa Pod some racers h ad the temerity to make vocal complaints about 
the strip, only to be rebuked with, “If you don’t l ike it go race somewhere else.” Obviously, there wa s 
nowhere else, so racers just sucked it up and went back to racing. 

Legend has it that in 1960 a young Oklahoman racer named George Ray voiced complaints about the 
treatment he and fellow Oklahoma racers were subjec ted to at an out-of-state track. These complaints 
were met with a similar retort. So he did just as w as suggested --- building and opening a drag strip in 
his back yard in 1961. And folks have been racing t here ever since  

  

Drag Racing Online used this in 2004, while the ori ginal ‘60’s shot is courtesy vaautoracing.org 

 

This photo blew me away when I first saw it back in  2001, and not just because it was a wild flame 
burnout from a replicated FX classic. The track at which it happened was in a guy’s backyard with fans  
lined-up oh-so-close to this awesome nitro-burning machine all the way to the finish line.  This was my 
introduction to George Ray’s Hotrod Wildcat Drag St rip 

Published in Hot Rod, these nitro powered shots come from quartermilestones.com/hallucination.htm 



 

 

Sadly, on the first weekend in December 2009, Georg e Ray passed away following a short illness, but 
he left behind far more than just a legend. He left  his Hotrod Wildcat Drag Strip to posterity, along with 
magical memories for those many, many thousands of racers who drove down his track, and even 
more for fans who only learned of his exploits via the internet 

   

These three photos capture some of the magic at Geo rge Ray's Hotrod Wildcat Drag strip; along with 
the following words, they appeared in a Drag Racing  Online tribute to the man and his vision  
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Tribute by Brett Kepner, Painting by Joel Naprstek courtesy dragracingonline.com  
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Back in December, chat show host and car freak extr aordinaire Jay Leno invited the media inside his 
famed Big Dog Garage. Happily, he included a team f rom good ol’ jalopnik.com, whose magic site 
provided these shots of just a couple of power-fill ed corners in Jay’s automotive heaven 
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Many moons ago I had the good 
fortune to be stumblling around 
the idyllic island paradise of Bali 
when I happened upon a drop 
dead gorgeous Chevrolet unlike 
any I’d ever seen. Sadly the 
ladies stumbling with me had no 
interest in cars and being Bali’d 
out of my mind I was easily 
dragged back to the beach for 
more fun in the sun. A couple of 
years later I found the photo at 
right and the image carried in 
my mind exploded into reality. 
I’d seen a genuine 1954 
Motorama Chevrolet! Slighty 
sun faded perhaps, but it had been similar to the b lue fastback Corvair pictured. I recall chastising the 
ladies a tad the next time we met, but in truth it was my fault for not carrying a camera.  
GM built only a couple of these dream machines, and  it was 
not until I met “Big Daddy” Don Garlits for the fir st time 
back in the seventies that I learned that his dream  car was 
the Nomad wagon version at the front of the line up . 
Personally, I prefer that outrageous rump on the Co rvair 
which, even today has mind blowing qualities.  
More recently our pal Tony Finch was stumbling arou nd 
Orange County on a Saturday morning, pointing his c amera 
at things of interest, including this blue beauty. I was all set to contact “Big” when I saw the shot,  but…  
 
…sadly it’s not the 
real deal, it’s a fine 
looking replica none 
the less. Spreads of 
the original 
Motorama cars can 
be seen on the 
windscreen. The 
builder definitely 
made a statement 
about those golden 
days, and  the 
timeless beauty of 
those machines 
which GM gave us 
to dream about  
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Apparently , NASCAR officials are less than happy about media r eaction (voiced live on TV) to the “no 
bump drafting in the turns” policy instigated last year at Talladega. They were even less happy that 
drivers showed disdain by voicing their opinions on  air -– then spending much of the race driving in 
single file. Fans were also unhappy, so hopefully t his year’s restrictor plate races will reflect thes e 
complaints and allow us all more of the ol’ style t hree-wide thunder we know and love so much 
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Sadly, this wonderful image comes from a surfing se ssion late last year, when I neglected to log any 
details, so other than “photo courtesy Garlits/Adam s” I’m lost!  You can see it’s drop dead gorgeous, 
and from the graphics deduce it’ll have a matching interior with a big hemi under the hood. Having a 
real Swamp Rat on the rear fenders and Big’s signat ure on the quarter lights means that this would be 
one expensive type of big boy’s toy – but then Mopa rs usually are. This I could fall in love with, but  I 
wouldn’t want a golden anniversary type marriage – just a furious long weekend somewhere warm 

 

Talking of which, the NHRA Gatornationals is always  fast, furious and warm . This year will see our 
own many-time FIA Top Fuel champion Andy Carter rac ing at the Gator’s with the support of Big 
Daddy Don Garlits’ Museum of Drag Racing. Hope he g ets to make a few rounds for ol’ Swampy! 

And while we’re with Mopar, I 
found this tough lil’ toy at the 
Las Vegas SEMA show back in 
the late eighties. I’ve no idea if 
any were ever sold to the public, 
but it’s for sure that despite 
wearing Big Daddy name tags, a 
fat rear wing and being 
supercharged, there wouldn’t 
have been many takers – 
especially as it’s got four doors!  
However, should the wild 
looking Challenger below go on 
the market, it would sell  
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Yehaw, it’s official and we can start living the dr eam - Danica Patrick is going NASCAR racing. Yes, t he 
diminutive Danica is making a move from 240mph open  wheel darts to full size, fender banging stock 
cars. Although she’ll still be chasing Indy Car glo ry full time, before and after their season ends sh e’ll 
be “rookie racing,” learning the ropes at the helm of Dale Earnhardt Jr’s JR motorsports’ Nationwide 
car in the vivid colours of her long time Indy Car sponsor Go Daddy.co. But first comes an ARCA race 

  

 
At last an excuse to run this powerful image from S ports Illustrated’s 2009 swim suit edition.           
Now this is worth dreaming about; the 427 Cobra, ch auffered by Danica Patrick 
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Ford expects to sign the deal selling Volvo to China’s Geely Group for around $1.8 billion during the first 
quarter of 2010, and to complete the transaction by the second quarter. Ford paid $6.45 billion for Volvo in 
1999. Geely’s founder Li Shu Fu is known as the Chinese Henry Ford 

 

GM announced December 18 that a proposed sale of Saab to niche Dutch car maker Spyker could not be 
concluded quickly enough and was therefore abandoned. Saab would “be wound down in an orderly and 
responsible manner.” However, just as the year ended, it appeared that there were 11th-hour talks still on 
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(With thanks to Classic American and Custom Car Mag azines, from where most dates have been taken)  

March 7  

National Street Rod Association Swap Meet, Arena, E ssex (Click www.nsra.org.uk ) 

April 2  

Wheels Day, Rushmoor Arena, Aldershot, Hants  

April 2-5  

Easter Thunderball drag racing, Santa Pod Raceway, near Wellingborough, Northants                                  
(Click www.santapod.com ) 

April 16-18  

American Auto Club International Spring Nationals, Billing Aquadrome, Northants  

April 23-25  

American Auto Club (UK) Spring Nationals, Victoria Farm ,High Cross, near Lutterworth, Leics LE17 
5AU       (Call Richard on 0121 779 2562)  

May 31 

Main Event drag racing, Santa Pod Raceway, near Wel lingborough, Northants  (Click 
www.santapod.com ) 

June 4-6  

National Street Rod Association, Billing Fun Run, B illing Aquadrome, Northants                                
(Click www.nsra.org.uk ) 



June 18-20  

American Auto Club International Summer Nationals, Billing Aquadrome, Northants  

Victory Wheelers South Coast Internationals, Nation al Motor Museum, Beaulieu, Hants SO42 7ZN)                         
(Call 01590 612888 or click www.victorywheelers.co.uk  or www.beaulieu.co.uk ) 

June 20  

Summer Nationals drag racing, Santa Pod Raceway, ne ar Wellingborough, Northants                                     
(Click www.santapod.com ) 

June 25-27  

National Street Rod Association Nostalgia Nationals , Shakespeare County Raceway,                  
Stratford-on-Avon, Warks (Click www.nsra.org.uk ) 

American Auto Club (UK) Summer Nationals, Coombe Co untry Park, near Coventry CV3 2AB                     
(Call Richard on 0121 779 2562)  

July 2-4  

Goodwood Festival of Speed, Goodwood, Chichester, W est Sussex (provisional dates)                                  
(Call 01243 755058 or click www.goodwood.co.uk )  

July 8-10  

Power Big Meet, Vasteras, Sweden (Click www.bigmeet.com ) 

July 8-12  

Americana, The County Showground, Newark, Notts. Ca rs, trucks, bike and bands  (Call 01159 39059)  

July 23-25  

20th National Street Rod Association Hot Rod Supern ationals & European Street Rod Nationals,  

Old Warden Park, Biggleswade, Bedfordshire (Click www.nsra.org.uk ) 

July 30- August 1  

Mopar Muscle Club Euronationals, Santa Pod Raceway,  near Wellingborough, Northants                            
(Click www.moparnats.co.uk  or  www.santapod.com ) 

Hot Rod Hayride, Bisley, Surrey (Click www.hotrodhayride.com ) 

August 20-22  

American Auto Club International Autumn Nationals, Billing Aquadrome, Northants  

August 27-30  

National Association of Street Clubs, Street Rod Na tionals, Trinity Park, Ipswich                                          
(Click www.rodandcustom.co.uk ) 

September 9-12  



European Finals drag racing, Santa Pod Raceway, nea r Wellingborough, Northants (Click 
www.santapod.com ) 

September 17-19  

American Auto Club (UK) Autumn Nationals, Hatton Co untry World, near Warwick, CV35 8XA                     
(Call Richard on 0121 779 2562)  

National Street Rod Association Hot Rod Drags, Shak espeare County Raceway, Stratford-on-Avon, 
Warks (Click www.nsra.org.com ) 

September 24-26  

National Finals drag racing, Santa Pod Raceway, nea r Wellingborough, Northants (Click 
www.santapod.com ) 

October 29  

Flame & Thunder drag racing show, Santa Pod Raceway , near Wellingborough, Northants                          
(Click www.santapod.com ) 

November 5  

Fireworks Frenzy drag racing, Santa Pod Raceway, ne ar Wellingborough, Northants                                  
(Click www.santapod.com ) 

 

 

 


